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Derby Public Schools
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 27, 2009
Derby Board of Education Adopts Budget for 2009-2010

The Derby Board of Education adopted a proposed operating budget for 2009-2010 totaling $17,633,941 at a special meeting last night.  The spending plan represents an increase of $1,015,892 or 6.1% over the current year’s budget.  Some one hundred citizens and staff members attended the meeting, which was held in the auditorium at Derby High School.
Superintendent of Schools Stephen Tracy opened the meeting by recommending a $17,428,344 budget for the new year.  Several individuals addressed the Board during the public comment portion of the meeting, urging that teacher, librarian and paraprofessional positions that were slated for elimination under the recommended budget be retained. 
The plan that was ultimately adopted by the Board included additional funds for the following purposes:
1. Restoration of four elementary teaching positions;
2. Restoration of one of the three library media specialist positions; 
3. Restoration of coaching stipends for the middle school athletic program; and
4. Increased funding for substitute teacher services.
The Board also voted to reduce or eliminate funding for:

1. Professional development;

2. Testing and reporting on student achievement; 
3. Legal services;

4. Clerical support; and

5. Mobile phone service.
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In addition to the general operating budget, the Board approved a supplemental budget for the new Derby Middle School, in the amount of $212,501.  These funds will cover staffing, utilities, custodial and maintenance costs related to the operation of the new facility from January 1 through June 30, 2010.  The new middle school facility is currently under construction on a site opposite Derby High School, and is expected to be ready for occupancy sometime in December of this year.
The Board of Education’s budget request will be transmitted to the Board of Apportionment & Taxation next week.  Following a series of hearings this spring, the Board of Apportionment & Taxation and the Board of Aldermen will determine the level at which the City will fund the school system for the coming year.  
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For further information, contact

Stephen Tracy, Superintendent of Schools

203-736-5027

